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James Thomas “J.T.” Ford still fondly 
recalls the fi rst time he met his college 
sweetheart, Mary Helen.

“I met her, liked her and pursued her,” he 
said.

So resolute was he about his feelings for 
the young woman four years his junior, he 
expedited their courtship. The couple wed nine 
months later.

That was back in 1943.
In honor of Valentine’s Day, the Neighbor 

Newspapers interviewed local couples who 
have been married for at least half a century. 

J.T. and Helen Ford
The apple of J.T. Ford’s eye is still as 

spry as the day is long. And, at age 89, she 
garners no shortage of compliments from her 
soulmate.

“She’s a very bright woman … who’s 
been my coach as well as my wife,” he said. 
“She’s been a good mother as well as a fi ne 
professional.”

Married 70 years, the pair has amassed a 
lifetime of memories together since meeting 
on the Union University campus in Jackson, 
Tenn.

They have resided in Buckhead since 1955 
— he pastor emeritus of Wieuca Road Baptist 
Church; she a retired guidance counselor in 
DeKalb and Gwinnett county schools.

“When we moved here, the tallest building 
in Buckhead was a two-story mom and pop 
shop,” J.T. said. “And, we have seen it all hap-
pen since then — everything being built [from 
the ground up].”

The Fords are the proud parents of three 
sons, two of them deceased.

The couple’s interaction — a giddy play-
fulness steeped in a palpable chemistry — 
perhaps informs their level of devotion to one 
another.

J.T. credits their adherence to the “50-50 
rule” as the secret of his marriage’s longevity.

“You both have to be [partners] and eager 
to sustain your marriage beyond age 50,” he 
said.

For her part, Mary Helen was a little more 
succinct.

“I’ve always told him he’s on probation,” 
she said with a grin. “So, he’s always [acted 
accordingly].”

Herb and Ruth Daws 
Herb and Ruth Daws, of Sandy Springs, 

celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary in 
November.

They will let you know when they are 
ready to slow down.

Herb Daws, a retired postmaster, met Ruth 
while at work in Washington. The two were 
married at Emory Chapel shortly after moving 
to Atlanta in 1948.

“I didn’t realize [the 65-year milestone] 
was that big of a deal until so many people 
kept mentioning it,” said Ruth, 87, with a 
laugh. “But, I guess it is quite an accomplish-
ment.”

Herb, unsolicited, heaped praise on his 
longtime love.

“She’s supported me all these years in 
my work and social activities,” the 86-year-
old said. “I couldn’t have asked for anything 
more.”

Like the Fords, the Dawses have a two-
peas-in-a-pod air about them. 

In that vein, each prefers to maintain busy 
social/civic calendars. He is a member of the 
Kiwanis Club; she’s an active member of 
Heritage Sandy Springs and the Sandy Springs 
Society.

Unsurprisingly, their respective takes on 
the keys to a long, happy marriage are also 
compatible.

“I would say it is respecting one another,” 
Ruth said.

Her husband singled out communication as 
the secret to their success.

“When I came home from a hard day at 
work, it was nice to have someone to confi de 
in, to talk to,” he said. 

Added Ruth, “That is true — I was a sound-
ing board…that’s what he needed.”

The Dawses, who have two children and 
four grandsons, still celebrate Valentine’s Day. 
Like many couples, they typically mark the 
occasion by sharing greeting cards, going out 
to dinner and with fl owers.

The couple acknowledged looking forward 
to Valentine’s 2014 and many to follow.

Said Herb, “We’re reasonably healthy, 
active and mobile. … We’re enjoying life and 
looking forward to the future.”
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Mary Helen and J.T. Ford hold their wedding photo from June 1943 in the lobby of Lenbrook, where they have lived 
for almost ten years. The couple, who celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary last year, will turn 90 (Mary Helen) 
and 94 (J.T.) this year. 

EVERLASTING LOVEEVERLASTING LOVE
Couples talk about keys to long-lasting marriages

From the peak of Stone Mountain 
looking in the not-too-distant west, 
Atlanta’s inconsistent skyline rambles 
along the ridge along Peachtree Road/
Street.

The steel and glass towers that make 
up downtown and midtown Atlanta are 
fairly close to one another with bare-
ly a gap separating them. But over to 
the right, looking from that vantage 

point is another crop 
of skyscrapers. This is 
Buckhead. A few other 
groupings are visible — 
the area around Perim-
eter Mall, the Cum-
berland Mall area near 
Interstates 75 and 285, 
but what really jumps 
out is “why?”

Why did Atlanta 
grow the way it did? 

The answer in the case of Buckhead 
can be traced to the Collier family. 

Twin brothers Meredith Collier and 
Merrell Collier came to the Atlanta area 
in the early 1800s. Merrell acquired 
land on the South River while his broth-
er acquired a great deal of land along 
Peachtree Creek. The latter is import-
ant in and of itself from a real estate 
perspective, but the fact that Meredith 
Collier and his wife Elizabeth had 14 
children is equally signifi cant. Several 
would become Atlanta’s leading resi-
dents in adulthood and the deaths of two 
of these children would lead to the fall of 
the Northside “wall.” 

Atlanta historian Franklin Garrett 
doesn’t say in his history of the city, 
“Atlanta and Environs,” whether the 
property held by the father is the same 
that came to his two sons, George Wash-
ington Collier and Wesley Gray Collier. 
For the purposes of this column I will 
infer that the three land holdings are 
the same, whether they inherited the 
land from their father’s estate or they 
expanded those holdings out of familiar-
ity, having grown up in the area. George 
Washington Collier owned all of the land 
that is now Ansley Park and Sherwood 
Forest, while his younger brother owned 
500 acres that would become much of 
early Buckhead. 

George Washington Collier was one 
of the fi rst postmasters of Atlanta, then 
Marthasville. In fact he was the post-
master when the name changed, a charter 
that was drawn by another brother, John 
Collier. He lived on 202 acres in the 
vicinity of what is Ansley Park today. 
As the postmaster he was also an early 
real estate developer, buying land and 
erecting a post offi ce in the northeast 
corner of Peachtree and Decatur streets. 
After his death his estate was put up for 
auction in 1904. Ansley Park and Sher-
wood Forest were built on the former 
Collier estate. 

A little further up Peachtree Road, 
the fi rst house north of Peachtree Creek 
belonged the George Washington Col-
lier’s younger brother, Wesley Gray Col-
lier. The address was 2510 Peachtree 
Road. The younger Collier owned part 
of Land Lot 111 and all of Land Lots 
112 and 113. Just six years after his 
brother’s estate sale broke the northern 
barrier, the sale of Wesley Gray Col-
lier’s extensive estate would lead to the 
creation of Peachtree Heights and many 
of those early neighborhoods and homes 
that have come to defi ne Buckhead.

These properties along Peachtree 
served as the main impediment to devel-
opment, and therefore much of northern 
Midtown and Buckhead remained rural 
as the city prospered. 

Buckhead resident Thornton Kennedy 
is a sixth-generation Atlantan and a for-
mer news editor of this paper. He can be 
reached at thorntonkennedy@me.com.

Sally White, page 2B

Museum of Design
Concurrent with its exhibi-

tion honoring women in game 
design, the Museum of Design 
Atlanta presents a series of 
special events to expand on 
the several of the exhibition’s 
engaging issues. 

The lineup of events run-
ning in conjunction with “XYZ: 
Alternative Voices in Game 
Design” are an eclectic mix 
of themes and activities, from 
cross stitching to activism to 
risqué games. 

Information: www.museu-
mofdesign.org

Ventulett Gallery
The Ventulett Gallery at 

Holy Innocents’ Episcopal 
Church, 805 Mount Vernon 

Hwy. in Sandy Springs, will 
host a new exhibit, “Balance,” 
with artwork by sculptor David 
Landis, through Oct. 6.

Information: www.holyin-
nocents.org

Puppetry Arts
“Rumpelstiltskin” will run 

in the Downstairs Theater at 
the Center for Puppetry Arts 
through Sunday. 

Adapted by Bobby Box and 
Michael Haverty, the produc-
tion features veteran puppe-
teers Reay Kaplan and Tim 
Sweeney. Amy Sweeney, 
the center’s head puppeteer, 
makes her directorial debut.

Tickets include museum 
admission as well as the Cre-
ate-A-Puppet Workshop (or 

To-Go Kit).
Information: (404) 873-

3391 or www.puppet.org

TEW Galleries
New art and jewelry will be 

on display at TEW Galleries 
throughout the summer.

Exhibits by Amy Mazzetta 
and J.F. Baldwin are sched-
uled to run through Friday. 

TEW Galleries is also 
expanding its collection of 
pearls and estate and fi ne jew-
elry.

Information: www.tewgal-
leries.com

Chic Evolution
H. Gay Allen is currently 

exhibiting three 30-inch by 
40-inch altered photograph-

ic works at Chic Evolution in 
Art Gallery at Phipps Plaza in 
Buckhead. Seven other of her 
works are available upon spe-
cial order, from her portfolio 
exhibited there. 

The gallery is located at 
3500 Peachtree Road, Suite 
H-4.

Information: (404) 812-
9404

Heritage
Heritage Sandy Springs will 

host the Moses Young Robin-
son Collection of folk art in The 
Heritage Sandy Springs Muse-
um, 6110 Bluestone   Road, 
through today. Museum hours 
are from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
by appointment. 

Admission is $3 for adults 

and $1 for children ages 6 
through 12 and seniors 65 and 
older.

Information: www.heritag-
esandysprings.org.

Music Midtown
Festival promoter Peter Con-

lon has offi cially announced 
the September dates, music 
lineup and the addition of a 
third stage to Music Midtown.

 The festival returns to Pied-
mont Park Sept.20 and 21 to 
Piedmont Park and features 
more than 30 artists over two 
days. Among those scheduled 
to perform are Jane’s Addic-
tion, Kendrick Lamar and Red 
Hot Chili Peppers. 

Information: www.music-
midtown.com
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Ruth and Herb Daws, who have been married for 65 years, are active in the 
Sandy Springs community where they have lived for 30 years.

Collier properties 
caused gap 

in development
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